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LANGUAGE LABORATORY LEARNING
(2)

Any commentry on language laboratory work
is necessarily dependent upon an understanding
of the basic types of installations and arrange-
ments for use. Regarding equipment, there

are essentially only two types: (1) equipment

TYPE 1
NO RECORD

REMOTE
SOURCE

Remote source

; Remote source
Simple headset

Audio-active headset

o
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that only permits the student to listen, and (2)
equipment that permits the student to listen
and to record. The following chart will illust-
rate these two basic types with the most
significant variations within these categories.

e B - -
INDIVIDUAL INDIVIDUAL
SOURCE SOURCE

Plav only—
no record

( Play only—

no record

Individual source
Audio-active headset

Individual source
Simple headset
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"TYPE 2
RECORD

RE

EMOTE
50L

JRCE

€ & -~ SINGLE TRACK

& £ DUAL TRACK

Remote source

Single or dual track

Audio-active headset optional

In the type (1) installation, the student is not

provided with recording equipment, only a
headphone or a headphone made * audio
through connection with a microphone.
The latter is preferably provided with volume
controls for headphone input and/or micro-
phone output. The student may hear the
master voice from a remote source and have no

active ”

control over the rate or manner of reception,
or he may also have a record or tape player
available at his position or remotely, in which
case, the student can not only hear the master
voice but can also replay parts or stop at any
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@’@‘/IN{)L'«'HJUAL
SOURCE
Individual source
Dual track only

Audio-active headset optional

particular point.

Type (1) equipment can be used (a) for
simply listening conversations, lectures, plays,
radio newsreports, songs, etc; (b) for listening
requiring additional non-oral activies such as
selection among items, testing audio discrimi-
nation, diction, note taking, etc.; (c) for listen-
ing and speaking during a recorded pause or
during a pause created at the student's own
discretion. If the student is to speak using
type (1) equipment, there is general agreement
that the audio-active microphone-headphone
type of arrangement is definitely preferable;
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two principal reasons for this are the follow-
ing: first, listening to oneself speak while
using ordinary headphones limits one to hear
ing largely through bone conduction, elimina-
ting normally present air conduction, thus re-
ducing the accuracy of self-monitoring second,
with an audio-active microphone-headphone
there is a greater apparent loudness to one’s
own voice (which can be increased even fur-
ther is a volume control is provided), and a
number of recent studies seemingly indicate,
as many teachers have long suspected, that
one’s ability to hear one’s own variations (or
errors) in speaking is actually increased over
normal ability through this simultaneous
* feedback.” In the type (2) installation, the
student is provided with a tape recorder at his
position (or remotely in some instances; the
student’s headphones can be audio non-active
Preferably the student’s head-
phones will be audio active for the same
reasons given above, but surprisingly, a high
percentage of the obviously more expensive
type (2) installations the author has seen have
not provided for audio active headphones
whereas the reverse has been true in type (1)

or audio active.
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installations.

Obviously., with the type (1) installation, the
only kind of self-monitoring possible is simul-
taneous monitoring. “ Listenback "™ or “ play-
back " to confirm a suspected but not definitely
confirmed error is not possible. With the type
(2) installation, the student records his res-
ponses along with those of the master voice
and can listen to both voices any number of
times by merely replaying the tape.

For at least the past ten years, a great deal
of controversy has centered around recording
vs. not recording, and the issue is by no means
settled vet. Those who oppose recording offer
the following arguments:

(1) The cost of type (1) installations usually
range from only 109 to 409 of the cost of
type (2) installations. (The wide range of costs
given here is due to other cost variables such
as student booths, student microphones,
student players, and especially control source.)

(2) It is difficult to hold combined tape and
live-voice classes with type (2) installations.

(3) Most important, critics say, students can-
not hear their own errors. The greatest value
comes from the constant attempt at imitation ;
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even if errors occur. they will be more quickly
corrected by constant additional active mimicry
than by passive self-criticism through listen-
ing back. In this sense, they say, non-play-
back more nearly resembles regular classwork,
where of course, there is no * playback.”

(4) Finally, critics say, by listening back to
his recorded lesson, the student hears all the
mistakes he originaly made (which according
to the previous point sound correct to him),
and he thus reinforces the errors, increasing
the chances that the errors will be repeated.

Contrarily, those teachers who support the
value of recording in type (2) installations of-
fer the following arguments:

(1) The student is less passive in that he
must speak audibly, must respond in each case
because failure to do so will be documented on
the tape. This automatically forces the student
to be more self-critical, to participate more
enthusiastically. There is, too, the point that
at any time, the teacher or monitor can re-
quest to listen to the student’s tape, thus
having a tangible record of student per-
formance—much as an examination paper.
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(2) If there was any uncertainty in the
student’s mind as to whether or not he com-
mitted an error in the press of recording, he
can check himself and make certain through
playback.

(3) Criticizing as a listener or observer with
ample time for scrutiny is always, in any life
activity, easier than criticizing in as a partici-
pant with only a brief moment to do so.

(4) Most important however, supporters of
recording maintain, while a student may not
be able to criticize his own errors as precisely
as a trained linguist could; he must develop
a gradually increasing ability to detect his own
errors in sound pattern and general structure;
if he cannot develop this ability, he will not
be successful in learning the language despite
all efforts on the part of the teacher.

In attempting to choose among the various
types of installations naturally much will
depend upon the particular needs of the lan-
its philosophy and
approach. However there are realistic con-
siderations. Even with an inexpensive type (1)
installation, effective language laboratory work

guage department and
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can be carried out, contrary to what some
teachers are inclined to think. Most certainly
there are many schools where the difference
between a cost of $10,000 and $25,000 to $100,000
for a fifty-position laboratory would be highly
From a practical standpoint too,
it should be kept well in mind that annual
service and maintenance costs increase pro-
portionately with the degree of complexity of
the equipment. There is another important
point which teachers and school administra-
tors, in the excitement of installing a new
language laboratory, sometimes forget: the
problem of obsolescense with electronic equip-
ment. Generally speaking, it is probably ac-
curate to estimate that the maximum * life”
in a heavily-used but well-
laboratory

important.

of equipment
maintained is approximately six
years. By that time, gradually all of the equip-
ment will have been replaced.

At this point, it is perhaps important to
comment briefly on the difference between
sigle-track and dual-track recorders in the type
(2) installation since a good number of teachers
are not aware of the limitations and poten-

tialities of each. Indeed, in the author’s ex-
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perience, most teachers regard dual-track re-
cording equipment necessary for,
synonymous with a “language laboratory.”
This, of course, is patently incorrect as the
preceding comments will show. Here, it should
be re-emphasized that excellent work can be
and is being done with the simplest kind of
equipment. In this connection, Morton states;
“...not too long ago, any room containing a
tape recorder or a phonograph and set aside
occasionally for use of language students was
designated generically as a Language Lab.
Recently the terms has become more exclusive.
Today, more and more, the designation of
“ Language Laboratory” implies not only the
physical installation itself but, more important.

or even

the systematic use and pedagogical exploitation
of the installation; essentially, it has ceased
to refer to a purely physical or architectural
adjunct and has begun to imply an instructural
system through which the existing equipment
is pedagogically integrated within the lan-
guage teaching program of the academic
courses utilizing it. Installations of mechanical
and electronic equipment existing only for
auxiliary or extracurricular language activity,
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not part of a formal teaching program, are

more and more being described as “ practice
rooms"”, *“Language Centers” or * audio
rooms " ...and not specifically as Language

Laboratories. Obviously, the distinction is not
one of equipment but of use. Some quite
legitimate Language Laboratories today consist
only of a single tape recorder and a series of
earphones and are situated either in a special
area or in a regularly used language classroom.
‘What justifies for these rather °primitive’
installations the title of Language Laboratory
is that each is used systematically as a
teaching, drilling or testing device within one
or more of the language programs of the par-
ticular institution.”

Dual-track equipment is naturally the most
expensive type of equipment should not be
purchased unless its additional potentialities
will be utilized. The most common miscon-
ceptions among teachers regarding the neces-
sity for dual-track equipment arise from the
following situations:

(1) The student (or a class of students) is
to hear one exercise with a master voice and
either repeat after or respond orally to this

voice. After doing this for a specific period
of time, the student is then to rewind his own
tape and listen to his own voice and compare
it with the master voice or the master cor-
rection. The master voice can be played into
the student’'s booth from the control room
while he records. A dual-track recorder is
not require in this situation.

(2) A number of students are to use the
laboratory, and five different recorded tapes
will be needed. The procedure is to be the
same as (1) above. If the master control source
is provided with five master output sources,
then these five tapes can be played into the
proper booths, and the situation is the same
as (1) above. A dual-track recorder is not
necessary.

(3) A number of students are to use the
laboratory at wvarying times, using different
tapes, proceeding at their own pace. If record-
ing is nof required, the students can take
master tapes to their booths and use the
technique of simultaneous self-monitoring. A
dual-track recorder is not necessary simply
because students work individually and at
their own pace.
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The unique feature of dual-track recording-
playback equipment is the following: the
student can listen and record his response and
then listen back and re-record his own voice any
number of times. With dual-track equipment,
a remote master-voice source is not a necessity
since the student can record on tape already
containing a master voice, then re-record on this
same tape without erasing the master voice. If
the student is to record his own response. the

MASTER VOICE
[ ’FROM REMOTE

difference between single-and dual-track equip-
ment is illustrated in simplified fashion as
follows :

Language laboratory equipment—often re-
ferred to as the * hardware” —should, of
course, only be selected after extensive con-
sideration, by the participating faculty mem-
bers. of the objectives to be sought in
lahoratory work and which type of installation
will best facilitate achieving those objectives.

SINGLE TRACK

/SOURCE/
z52 MASTER MASTER
RECORDER S/ It's big. /7]  Iwsbhis [ Ishtbigt/]  Isitbig? |
g STUDENT STUDENT f)
STUDENT

VOICE FROM
MICROPHONE
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not record again,

FLELF—7DLEDEEPHET TZL20LTHS, 3
SHRETORICERETZE LT 15972}
7 OIFORGE BB ET AERO L5127 5,

1} 2w 78K

by

s o s big

It's big.

é

242&00

sfrp

12

T P
f ~1s it big ?‘-/.:| Is it big? T)
e

I

Mo Eirs s, 91

ERETaSriaTEadw,

ELEC BULLETIN



;‘wASTER vomE
707 FROM - ,/‘
4%EMOTE SOURCE

DUAL TRACK
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Student can play the tape again and
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again.
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This seems obvious enough, vet time and again
faculties do purchase equipment and only then
get around to deciding what they can or can-
not do with their equipment.

Today devices
available is almost overwhelming. There are,
however, certain features which are vital to a

the wvariety of electronic

successful laboratory operation and can aid in
evaluating and choosing equipment. The most
important of these are (1) reliability, (2) ease
and amount of maintenance, (3) simplicity of
operation, (4) fidelity, and (5) flexibility. It is
difficult to assign any particular order to these
featuress ince all are probably equally critical.

Reliability refers to the functioning of the
equipment without trouble or breakdown.
Obviously, if it does not operate, the equipment
is useless, but worse, it can even cause vast
confusion and loss of time within a language
program. Tape decks, head-
phones must be as durable as possible. Any
open wires or cords must be well protected.
The machinery must be “student proof” in
the sense that it must not break down if the
controls are turned too quickly or in the

microphones,
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ling books, or left “on”
time. Each component should be capable of
functioning for as many years as possible.

It is merely a reality that electronic equip-
ment needs maintenance.

for long periods of

Provision must be
made for this in terms of personnel student
or laboratory assistants. There are weekly
items such as cleaning the record-playback
heads, capstans, and other parts; demagne-
tizing record-playback heads; adjusting brake
tension ; checking pressure pads; tightening
screws and control knobs. All laboratory
equipment needs this type of preventive main-
However, the best equipment will be
designed to make these tasks as easy as pos-
sible. Also, there is the problem of on-the-spot
maintenance or repairs.

tenance.

The working parts of
the equipment should be easily accessible for
inspection and cleaning, simple enough to
facilitate repair by the laboratory assistant,
readily available in ample supply so that re-
placement does not become a problem. Equip-
ment that requires excessive maintenance
can increase costs considerably, require that
more personnal be involved, bring about great
loss of time and energy.
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Another essential characteristic of the
equipment is simplicity —the ease with which
the controls can be handled by the student.
Ideally, the student will be required to work
as little as possible to use the equipment. If
a student has five or six switches or other
kinds of controls to operate, he will be dis-
tracted from his practice, lose time, and make
operational errors more frequently. Complex
arrays of controls for students to operate also
increase the amount of equipment failure.
The matter of tape rewinding can also be
included under the category “ simplicity.” If
a conventional tape reel system is chosen,
it should be one which is as foolproof as
Ma-
chines which do not have a good braking
system can cause tapes to break and spill on
the desk and floor or to become hoplessly
tangled. In examining equipment, this feature
should be tested by snapping the rewind switch
on and oif in every possible way and by pur-
posely using incorrect procedures to see how
the equipment responds. Ideally, the rewind-
ing mechanism would be a different one from
the forward wind mechanism ; this, of course,
FEBSE B I TF AR TEBR L VB ASRE TR AE
Ebisve ZHEZ FY —BIF LU TS, F1t
&E%m+imhm¢?w0 R FITT b LA T
ﬁ.ta‘nii’& Bl AT RSO D R s 2 18 b
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EEICHEHLTY 3 1 2EE LRtk v kT
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RSS2 60 LA TATEENRENEZWATE RS &,
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EHdbH, EWELEISFRCINEOTOIE, BELO
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possible in rewinding characteristics.

would increase the price of the equipment.
The rewind mechanism should also be reason-
ably silent. An accurate counting mechanism
for rewinding and forward winding is another
important feature of laboratory equipment,
especially so for dual-track recorders.
Magnetic recording tape is now available
in cartridge form with a device to stop the
rewind motor once the tape is completely
rewound. The cartridge has the great ad-
vantage that the student does not have to
thread the tape when starting; he merely
drops the cartridge into position and is ready
to proceed. Also available now is the so called
“endless loop " cartridge. The end of the tape
in this cartridge is wound back and spliced
to the beginning of the tape. This latter type
of cartridge has the disadvantage that it can-
not be rewound. Both have the disadvantage
that they are more expensive and tend to stick
or make squealing sounds. At the time of
writing, the author is not aware of any com-
pany which has developed a satisfactory
lubricant or friction eliminator to prevent
these two undesirable features. However, if
a satisfactory cartridge w1th conventmnal
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right-left reels is developed, equipment that
would utilize this cartridge would seem to be
the best choice.

Still in connection with “ simplicity,” another
reality is the fact that some students, some-
what more often female than male, are simply
not adapt with mechanical equipment and can
even be thrown into a panic by equipment
complicated in operation. Obviously, it is not
fair to penalize these students in their task
of language learning because of mechanical
ineptitude.

Fidelity is another vital feature of language
laboratory equipment. The quality of the
sound signal which reaches the student’s ears
—fidelity—should be as good as possible with
reasonable limits. There are two problems in
this connection. First, as previously mentioned,
there will necessarily be some loss in fidelity
through the recording, copying, transmitting
process, and further, this loss tends to become
greater as the equipment ages, despite good
maintenance. Second, there is some difference
of opinion regarding the fidelity which is essen-
tial, and sufficient factual information is still
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unavailable on this point. Locke® states,
* Specifications set up in the Pwurchase Guide
of the Council of Chief State School Officers
of the NEA. (Ginn. 1959), p. 26, are based on
educated guesses of what might be the ideal.
I am sure that there is not a single language
laboratory in the country which meets the
recommended system frequency response of
'75 to 9000 cycles per second (cps) within plus
or minus two decibels (4-2dhb).” No one can
be sure that we really need such high perfor-
mance. On the other hand. as the Guide points
out, belt and magnetic disc recorders do not
even meet minimum specifications. These
minima have not been established, either, on
the basis of research into the effect of fre-
quency response of equipment on language
learning, but relevant data from studies in
communications and in speech analysis do
indicate that there are minima which are sub-
stantially above the performance of most of
today’s laboratories. My guess, for what it is
worth, is that a system frequency response of
300 to 6500 ¢cps £3db is the minimum that will
transmit all the vital information for Romance
languages; Germanic and other consonantal

FNEA (GRyE, National Education Association) &4>
SEERHRE EESHEE, A OT S| %1 (Ginn Hilf, 1959
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FUzHES L LD TH B, Z ZITHEIR L T2 B a4 o,
FEMN7Z 224 FR2F XTI, HPFTSL WL
90,0008 1 Z A g IZEETHE¥ZHZ7 V=2 KEA
IHIETH D Z LR TCH D, LS IcHEREEAY
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language may well need to go to 8000 cps + 3db.

Flexibility, as a vital characteristic, essential-
ly concerns making the language laboratory
as useful as possible for as many students as
possible. First, the laboratory equipment
should provide the possibility for any master
program to be played into any student booth.
The larger the laboratory and the greater the
number of students, the more wvital this be-
comes. The writer is familiar with one U. S.
university laboratory equipped with over one
hundred student booths but has an average

maximum efficiency of less than 709. To
reduce initial costs to the university, provisions
were made to play master programs only into
whole rows of five or six and only into blocks
of 15 or 18 booths. This, of course, brought
about grave scheduling problems. While there
were no booths for some students, there were
often empty booths! A simplified diagram of
what can happen in this kind of arrangement
follows :

Providing the flexibility to direct any master

program into any booth naturally involves
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LD, FHEH7—227100 BLES 3 0 fnht SRR
IFEEOTHNFY OERTE RV L3 7 2 Y 203K

MASTER
%3

ek

Empty booths
2. Students from
group 2 with no booths
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more expense and makes the master control
console or room more complicated but will
cause fewer problems in scheduling and make
a smaller number of booth service a larger
student load. This is one feature of equipment
where schools would be wise, indeed, not to
attempt to cut costs.

Flexibility is also provided by making the
laboratory suitable for individual as well as
various kinds of group practice. As will be
discussed later, students do not necessarily
have to use pre-recorded master tapes to work
under the *library system” or individually.
However, if the laboratory is to provide for
both major types of practice, the number of
master transmitting machines should roughly
beone more than the number of languages
taught and levels of each and'or one more
than the maximum number of individual
students to be handled each working on diffe-
rent programs. Again this involves additional
expense in equipment, but the amount of
flexibility it provides is, in the opinion of the
author, well worth the cost.

Provision for more than one type of monitor-
ing also gives considerable additional flexibility

EEOHEM 70 7 7 4 2 {EED 7 — W T#EICHEE
P SIS A, v R P —a v to— LT Y
—n GiRYE, RS RO 2 gz 2
A%, WEHIERR Lo Mg A < fe b, Jeli b e Eio
FT—AT EVELORLIbHZIENTES, ZD
TERMEED 1 oDRETHY, L <FAT, HREHE
ATREGLECETHSD, X7 Y —id, HiFHED7
N—T7HEO LT G TRIMEI VT 2 X 91 E-TH
Wi, I EEESH T 3. B (R Aok
oD b A nsa, FREe s LY TR, T
SF DA, BEEHF—7 THIRT L 23 b T
Wisbse L LEdih, b LFES PV —% 2o EWge
BADHHIML LS3IZLTH IS 2SO Thid,
%Y Lo G, R L TW 2 &8EH o EN
FEIVBCRICLTEL{NRETH D, 1, Thir¥nt
by FRICEFCERN 2D F o 7 74 TEEHI LS &
THHEOEEDRAABU EICLTHELRETH D, =
O LTI R OENDHD D LS5 B A1 ST,
FZ X VLN AFWICEDES L, 0T 5500
AT HD D ERHEIHL B,

18

and involves little additional cost. The three
usual monitoring syStems are (1) console
monitor, where the instructor can listen te any
booth from the console (2) row
monitor, where the instructor can listen to any

position,

booth in a given row by plugging into a jack
at the end of the row, (3) individual monitor,
where the instructor plugs into an additional
jack right at the individual student booth.
Substantial arguments can be offered for any
one of the three systems, but there is, as vet,
little evidence to prove one better than the
other.

Finally, under the heading of * flexibility,”
the equipment and the way in which it is
installed and the physical location should be
such that the laboratory can be expanded
easily and inexpensively either in student
position or in console facilities.
consider this feature in advance can result in
doubled or tripled costs when and if expansion
becomes necessary, which it usually does.

Failure to

As a final comment concerning the vital
features of language laboratory equipment,
attention should once again be called to the
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fact that electoronic devices of virtually every
type imaginable are becoming available. With-
out question, schools and faculties should try
to keep abreast of these new developments
and examine new equipment whenever possi-
ble. In so doing, however, there is the danger
of becoming fascinated by what the author
calls " electronic wizardry.” Wireless speaker
to headset broadcast units, recorders designed
for 32-track belts. recorders that provide im-
mediate reverse-playback of each master and
student utterance are only a few of the phe-
laboratory devices the author has
examined recently. Many have had very at-
tractive features, but the majority, in the
author's opinion, have failed to measure up in

nomenal

one or more of the vital characteristics dis-
cussed above. In fact, this has been the cass
so frequently that one might be led to suspect
that a rule of the thumb can be made: the
more complicated or unusual equipment is, the
more apt it is nof to measure up in those
characteristics considered most important in
language laboratory equipment.
(Continued)

4. Morton, F. Rand, The Language Laboratory as a
Teaching Machine, Ann Arbor, Michigan, August-
October, 1959, pp. 3-4.

5. Locke, William N., Chairman, Dept. of Modern Lan-
guages; Massachusetts Institute of Technology
“ Equipment for the Language Laboratory,' paper
presented at the Laboratory Conference, Indiana
University, January 22-23, 1960.
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——Mr. John D. Rockefeller 3rd--

President, Japan Society (New York)

Speech

I am pleased indeed to be able to be with vou on
this important occasion. As we inaugurate this new
headquarters building, our hearts are warmed by a
sense of shared accomplishment. An important facility
has been brought into being that can contribute to-
wards a major advance in language study in Japan and
thus in turn to the well-being of the Japanese people.

The English Language Education Council as it stands
today is the result of the imaginative and dedicared
effort of a small group of Japanese leaders who, since
1956, have given unstintingly of their time and energy.
This building represents the culmination of their efforts
to provide adequate facilities for improved methods of
teaching English in Japan.

Now the Council has a firm foundation on which to
build. Much has beena ccomplished - and in less than
a decade. But there is no question that a major under-
taking still lies ahead. Neither is there any question
that the objectives of the Council can be achieved if
it has the continuing and active support of the busi-
ness community, the academic world, and the Min-
istry of Education. Our confidence is unquestioned
because in the work of the Council there is so much
at stake, so much to be gained, for Japan and her
people.

Improved language training as a key to better com-
munication —is of particular importance to Japan whose
future is vitally and inevitably linked with other na-
tions. Dependent upon others for both raw materials
and markets, it is essential that Japan be fully com-
petitive in the marketplaces of the world. The
resultant economic benefits of a greater ability to
communicate will help Japan satisfy the material needs
of her people.

Better communication can also lead towards a fuller
and richer life, towards the attainment of rewarding
intellectual, spiritual and esthetic wvalues. Just as
barriers of language limit learning, so do they inhibit
both the flow and the appreciation of the culture of
other countries. The satisfactions one can draw from
the culture of his own country can so often be aug-
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mented by a greater exposure to and appreciation of
the literature, the philosophy, the art of another.

And finally, it must be recognized that the task
of creating a climate of understanding between nations
also depends heavily upon communication. In our
rapidly shrinking world the need for greater under-
standing increases even as the distances diminish.
For understanding is an essential ingredient of all
truly meaningful relationships whether they be polit-
ical, economic or cultural.

Today we should look beyond the teaching and the
learning of the English language. We should see the
work of the Council—-ELEC —as a means of fostering
international trade, of contributing toward richer,
more rewarding lives for all and of creating better
Recognizing
language as a key to these broader objectives, let us
dedicate this building to the attainment of that end.

understanding between our peoples.
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— Mr.E. W.F. Tomlin————

Representative, British Council

Speech—

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen :

I think it is very fitting, on an occasion such as
this, to reflect upon the great responsibilities that
devolve upon the English language in our time, be-
cause English has become a world language on a
scale that no other language in the history of the
world has attained before.

Just think a moment about the enormous expan-
sion of English. The potential audience for the plays
of Shakespeare was about 6,000,000 people —and when I
say potential audience, of course, 1 am using that
term literally, his actual audience was naturally very
much smaller—but to-day the potential audience for
the plays of Shakespeare is at least 350,000,000 people
and about 250,000,000 of those people use English as
their mother tongue.

Now when we think of the English spoken by this
enormous number of people, we have to bear in mind
the many varieties of English that are spoken; but I
feel that this variety is a sign of health. There are
many quips or jokes about the difference between
English and the American English. It has been said,
for example, that Great Britain an the United Sdtates
are two countries divided by a common language.
Well, it seems to me that my American friends can
counterattack by pointing out that in at least one
respect the American heritage has guarded the English
language more securely than the British, because [
think it has been establishedthat the English of South
Carolina is probably nearer to that spoken by Shakes-
peare than is the English of the present inhabitants
of London.

At the same time there certain dangers inherent in

26

There is no ideal English
language any more than there is an ideal language of

the fact of universality.

any other country. There are about 80,000 words in
English, excluding derivatives ; but these are simply
the words recorded in dictionaries, and the English
Dictionary is not the English language. Shakespeare
used only about 25,000 words and Milton about half
that number. The way in which they used them is
what counts. In a sense, language exists only when
it is being spoken, and if it is well spoken, the max-
imum amount of meaning must be mobilized behind
the minimum number of words. It is one of the great
facts about the history of English that it began to
expand at the point of its maturity —that is to say, in
the 16th and 17th centuries; and that is the reason,
I suppose, why Shakespeare is the univeresal genius
that he is, because he was able to use the languae
just at the moment when that language was ready for
a mind such as his. We may also recall that the English
people became interested in their language at that
time ; and it was one of Shakespeare’s fellow-citizens
of Stratford, Richard Field, who published a book called
““The Art of English Poesy " by George Puttenham
(1589) which was read by Shakespeare just at the
crucial point in his career.

To-day we have to wage a perpetual war against
linguistic deterioration. For language is rather like
money ; there is always the danger of inflation. Now,
inflation has been defined as ‘‘too much money
chasing too few goods'. I think it could be said,
therefore, that verbal or linguistic inflation consists of
too many words chasing too little meaning. Mass
media, advertisements, and the proliferation of printed
matter are all potential dangers to the health of
English. Words are symbols which must have cashable
value—vyou must be able to realize them in purchas-

ing power.

Now I conceive it to be the function—or one of the
most important functions—of this organization to
maintain the health of the English language. We
wish ELEC continued success in this magnificent new
building ; we pledge its work our fullest support ; and
we wish all who study here good luck and—good
English.
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