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Recently, 1 talked with an American graduate
student who had spent some ten months in
Japan as an apprentice journalist. In the large
editorial room of his English-language newspa-
per, he conversed easily with his Japanese
colleagues in English. They had studied En-
glish abroad. They used the English language
daily in their newspaper work. They handled
the English language without affectation; they
are bilingual. E

My American friend went to Japanese lan-
guage classes three days a week, but his Japa-
nese comprehension was limited. Nevertheless,
he said that when he met young Japanese men
and women outside his place of business he
had better conversations in the Japanese lan-
guage than in English. His Japanese acquaint-
ances spoke English better than he could speak
Japanese, but when they spoke in English they
seemed affected. They laughed or giggled
without reference to the subject under discus-
sion. They were unnecessarily critical of Japan,
and seemed unwilling or incapable of expressing
ideas in philosophy, political science or econom-
ics.

I have talked with other American graduate
students having a year of experience in Japan.
They report that with Japanese professors and
professional people, they have enjoyed excellent
conversations, even though the English language
ability of some of their Japanese advisors has
been limited. But with young Japanese men
and women of their own age, conversations
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have usually been trivial. It is as though their
Japanese friends are satisfied simply to speak
the English language. The subject matter of
the conversation is not regarded as important.

Perhaps Japanese students and youth when
travelling or living abroad make better use of
their foreign language abilities. When abroad,
Japanese yvoung people are eager to enjoy new
experiences, learn new things and deal in ideas
transcending the mundane.

Through my close contact with some 16
young elite American graduate students in
Japan in the past four years, I have been a-
mazed and impressed with the seriousness of
purpose which they attach to their Japanese
experience. They seek to learn about Japanese
civilization and society; but more, they seek
to challenge the thinking of their Japanese
associates. The current crop of American
yvouths that I have met may be considered a post-
Vietnam generation. To use a current American
phrase, they have no hang-ups about American
foreign policy. They are not concerned with
the immediate past. They are keenly interested
in the present and the future. They are ro-
mantic in outlook and seem to be trying to get
new perspectives on the meaning of life through
their year of living in Japan.

Thus far, they have been forced to mingle
with an older Japanese generation to have the
purposeful dialogue they avidly seek. Yet they
remain convinced that many younger Japanese
men and women share their aspirations and
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their dreams. How to crash through the lan-
guage barrier is the unresolved problem. Most
of these young Americans have come to the
conclusion that the only way to penetrate Japa-
nese patterns of thought, particularly the
thinking of young Japanese, is through the
Japanese language. 1 regret this conclusion. I
have supposed that many Japanese between the
ages of 21 and 30 have a reasonably good
command of English. My American friends
say: “This may be true. But Japanese young
people of our age group seem to think the
English language is funny. When they talk to
us in English, they seem to want to avoid being
Japanese and only say those things they think
will please us. This doesn’t please us at all.
We are disappointed in this phase of our Jap-
anese encounter.”

There has been a traditional Japanese view
that facility in a foreign language changes the
character of Japanese people, causing them to

lose the quality of being true and proper Jap-
anese personalities. To me, this is a fallacious
argument and | do not accept its validity. An
American speaking Japanese is still an Amer-
ican. A Frenchman speaking English remains
essentially French. A Japanese speaking English
or German can still be a Japanese nationalist.
Yet, the practice of many Japanese to use their
English-language ability in an unnatural and
stilted manner weakens my argument. I wish
to see Japanese, young and old, use the Eng-
lish-language as a tool; not to change their
character, but to give their foreign friends the
benefits of their Japanese-ness through the
medium of an international language.

There is, therefore, a clear and strong chal-
lenge to Japanese young men and women: Speak
English naturally. And remember that in the
usage of any language, it is not enough to be
able to speak; it is essential to have something
significant to say.

e ENGLISH POEMS -~

TO VENEZUELA

My English poems

Love to make a trip

Far and wide

In the world,

Not only to English-speaking
Lands, but also to lands

Where other tongues are spoken.

The other day

One of my poetical effusions
Made a trip alone

Across the Pacific Ocean

To Venezuela

To please its readers

In Spanish.
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MY HOUSE

Once my house

Was so small

That each could enjoy

Only a small space allotted.
It rang with voice and noise.
It was home.

Now my house

Is so spacious

That we decrepit

Can enjoy as much space
As we can at our ease.

It is as silent as the grave.
It is only room.
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BB wE 3,
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<. BEFEEHE - CRWIALLEECWSLBERAWD
Y, FRHlE LTterd ERoREE w0, ik
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bLEwECThvoTT, BAATHEEDOTERRD
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BTaHAEAE S OBHUBES DT TT.
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bt wnwoTRHELTWET, ¢WnS5DHE, EED
L E o, KEOEER, HETHLE
RISt ichl, HFEEFOEEETILVEL
ETHLERES EVISSIC, ErLEBCAZCTE
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724+, paragraph Zibd-#L i, ZDhD one sen-
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cent 22 ¥ Z KH it ninxlHionr, REEHD
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UTHLIZThEAbAW, twnwiC itk - TL X
5.

4k X5THh, T5WS5RBMERAHLZ X cA
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